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TRAMNSPLANT
Michael Silitch

JOB
Owner of Michael Silitch
Mountain Guides
TIME DOMNE
B years

HOME HILL
Waterville Valley,
Mew Hampshire

WHY CHAMONIX?

Skiing here is hoge and wild. There
are trees, steeps, cliffs, glaciers-you
have the freedorn to ski wherever you
want, and the amount ol vertical is
incredible. You can starl at the topof a
run in the freezing cold on wind-
blown, then hit a thousand vert of
perfect powder, then ski on spring
corn and slush, aned finish six hours

'XCHAMONIX

later-all with only one lift ride.

WHAT'S THE PERFECT DAY?

Ski the Vallde Blanche. You ride a cable
car from about 3,000 to 12,000 feet,
then ski off the back side of Mont
Blanc, The run is 12 miles long on a

glacier, and you can stop in the middle
at a refugio for fondue A single run
takes all day, and you don't even have
to take your skis off. For something
shorter and steeper, hit Fas de Chevre,

“Lhe goat's path," on Les Grands
Montets-it's 5,000 feet of gullies

and couloirs.

Goodand plenty: the end
anfalding of the French A

YOUR FAVORITE SPOTS FOR FOOD

AND GROG?

Le Monchu (aka Munchles) bs a rustic place with local food
il's great for everything from steak to Thai chicken-those
Swedish cooks are the best. s also gol a well-stocked bar.
If you're looking for an aprés-ski beerand live music spot, go
to Chambre Neuf,

WHAT'S THE BEST TIME TO GO?
Mid February to mid March; the snow can be thin in December

GOT ANY ADVICE FOR AMERICANS?
Bring your AT skis and avy gear. Most locals carry their
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Fat i:uunl:, plut tefrain:
"~ “Freparing to ski down. to
the clouds;

ever Lhey po because you can't Lel]

WHAT'S CHAM'S CLAIM TO FAME?

but Chamonix is where it all
began, Maybe it was the French

beacons, shovels, and skins wher- THE VITALS
__ TOP ELEVATION: 12 h02 feat
[Aiitie da Midi}
VERTICAL DROP: 9,202 fuel
WUMBER OF LIFTS: 49
WUMBER OF PISTES: 145
__PHONE: 33 [0) 430530024
"y WER: chamaaix.net
___ michachilitchgaal

what's inbounds and what's OB

1 hate to use the word "extreme”

m

mentality, with people like Jean-
Marc Boivin (Lhe [irst to ski the east side of the Matterhorn)
fwho made it happen Here you get the big-mountain expert

ence; it gives you a whole new way to look at skiing

W SETTHGMAG, COM

ERBIER

SWITZERLAND

WHY VERBIER?

r IN THE EYES 1 I worked with a Swiss muy in
DFAN ExPAT the States, and he told me to

come over. He was my cala-
TRANSPLANT

lyst for Europe. [L became a

Mark Shapiro
o walkabout, an adventure. I
Phatographer ended up renting a chalet in
TIME DOMNE Verbier and met lons of peo
31 years plee Anel the skiing is 10-star.
HOME HILL

WHAT'S THE PERFECT DAY?

Get up first thing. Ski Cre
blet,
mountain above Lac des
Yaux that ends up in 8 huge bowl. Often there are moguls up
high and powder below

Collingwood, near
| Toronto, Ontario

aslot on the [ronl of Lthe

I it's not crowded, do it again-or Lry
the Altelas Couloir Then, just keep going farther and {arther
away-to Vallon D'Arbi, a tree run on the back side, then Mont
Fort, then Rosablanche. eventually, it starts turning into the
Haute Rowte

YOUR FAVORITE SPOTS FOR FOOD AND GROG?

L'Ecurie is Swiss without the cheese; it has risotto, grilled
meats, big salads The Kings serves French-Astan fusion and
has wood paneling and 1920s-ish lounges. If you miss your
burgers or want a big American breakfast, go to Off Shore. 1

like the Pub Mont Fort [or heers;
it's where nightlifie staris, there's
no teching, and the walls are cov-

THE VITALS

TOP ELEVATION: 10,510 fac!

_ VERTECALOROP: 5,010 feet
ered with black-and-white pic _ MUMBER OF LIFTS: 100
ures e usually head to the — NUMBER OF PISTES: 31
1_|re. . People usually head to the —Pioue: A1 (0)37 775 3888
Farm Club (where the Boyals go) e

and Taratata (for the younger
crowd and the boarders)

WHAT'S THE BEST TIME TO GO?

The weak or two after Mew Year's Its much less crowded, and
snow is usually solid by then. February has all the school
holidays, and Marel has Easter break

GOT ANY ADVICE FOR AMERICANS?

Try Lo come for the Verbier Extremes at the end of March,
Snowhboarders hike up the Bee de Bosses and choose 45-
to 55-degree lines through couleirs and cliffs. People
hang out at Gentienes all day in the sun and watch them
come down.

WHAT'S VERBIER'S CLAIM TO FAME?

It's a party town like Aspen, but it's really international. The
icommaon language is English even though the local language
ks French-you can buy U'SA Today. Oh, and IUs very posh-and
.f;scl Ling more s0
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TRANSPLANT
Jeff Swanson

JOB
Owner of Sport Jennewein,
a ski shop
TIME DONE
20 years
HOME HILL
Kissing Bridge,
New York

WHY 5T. ANTON?

It was a low snow year, and there was
a four-foot dump in the Alps. The
Lrains were down, everything. I'd
heard that St Anton attracted people
from all over, so I decided to come for
Lhe winter. I've been here ever since,

WHAT'S THE PERFECT DAYT

A lot of people go straight to the
Valluga, the famous peak, but I'd go
on Riffl 1 or Riffl 2 chairs to Rend],
another mountain on the other sicde
af town. IL's where the locals go for
powder. It's only about 10 percent
beginner piste, and it's wide-open
above tree line, There are steeps on
the front and a five-mile-long bowl
on the other side that puts you right
back in the cenler of Lown,

YOUR FAVORITE SPOTS FOR FOOD
AND GROG?

Everyone goes to the Posthkeller; it's
high energy with a dance floor. 1
really love the Platz'] Apris, a small
place with lots of local ski bums.

Every time | go there, 1 see five
people [ know, IUs right next Lo the

Funky Chicken, which always pumps out the house
music for the Swedes and the snowboarders.

WHAT'S THE BEST TIME TO GO?
Definitely early March. It's

GOT ANY ADVICE FOR AMERICANS?

You'll meet people from all over the world-Australia, Holland,
Canada, Mew Zealand. T call it the Manhattan of the Alps, since
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BY ROB REED

dance floar at Verbier's Club
Taratata |snt always pretty,

ST. ANTON,
Krazy Kanguruh
Quite possibly the world's best aprés|
spot. Housed in a chalet 300 yards up|
from the base, the Kanguruh's cheesy
*80s anthems range from *The Final|
Countdown™ to “Crying at the Dis :
cotheque.” But they seem to inspire
everyday women Lo dance on the tables
Lopless, while wearing ski boots. Drinks:
Trays of tequila, pints, and B-52 shots.
Vibe: A Brit-German Jusion of bad music,
party girls, and white men who can't
dance-all fresh off the slopes and fueled
by oodles of booze What you need to
know: Photos of the party are avail
able immediately-and indefinitely-at
Erazykangurub.com.

AUSTRIA

Kandahar Club

Through a single door, you pass from 5t

Anton's pedestrian zone to a restaurant|

and club straight out of Marrakech. Fea-
turing a Thai-Indian menu, Kandahar
turns into a disco with DJ come 11 e,
and then goes strong until 6 4w, Drinks:
Start with a bottle of red and perhaps a
curry. Vibe: Expect even more raucous/
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Deer Valley cromwd.

wsually sunny and a bit warmer, so
you can get powder skiing and spring skiing in the same trip

CLAIM TO FAME?

everyone here seems to be
young, single, and urban. It's not
agood place for the 50-and-over

THE VITALS

TOP ELEVATION: 9.2 26 feat

'VERTICAL DROP: 4320 frel

NWUMBER OF LIFTS: 45

NUMBER OF PISTES: 71

PHONE: 43 5583 26240

WHAT™S 5T. ANTOMN'S

WEB: stantenamas lbergeam

There's nothing like the expanses in the Arlberg, 1've

-

late nights-with some of London's top
OJs-since Kandahar's edgier sisler
club, Kartouche, closed this past sum
mer. What you need to know: The
owner's e-mail address, which is
janathanverney@eompuservecom. He
can get you a table, get you a crash pad
{he owns chalets in town), and he's the

da faclo mavor

VERBIER, SWITZERLAND
Club Taratata

A basement nightelub with wooden
beams, orange furniture worthy of
Charlie's Angels (the TV show), and a
dance floor crammed between the bar
and 0] baoth. Watch out for English
men struggling against every graln of
their lineage to lind rhythm, Drinks: A
bottle of Absolul, a buckelol lce,and a
six-pack of Red Bull, Vibe: This minia
ture version of a full-scale Euro club
really goes ofl at 2 a.M., when the
ather bars and pubs in town close. The
Belgian DJ turns up the house music,
and the .EU-:‘:HIH-.L]LJN;_; crowd geLs

continued on page 207

been here for two decades, and 1 never run out of new lines
Lo Lakie There are just no limits

WHW.SETTNGMAG.COM

—Evalyn Spence
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